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Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit on
Monday denied reports that lemon trees bought for the Udon Thani
International Horticultural Expo cost 12,000 baht each, saying the most
expensive ones cost no more than 5,000 baht.

He said relevant agencies had informed him that the higher-priced trees
were mature, special varieties. Their prices also included support
structures to stabilise the trunks and a guarantee that suppliers would
replace damaged trees.

Mr Suriya also responded to a civil society group's request for the
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate the terms of

reference for the expo, organised by the Department of Agriculture.

He said the group had the right to seek an investigation and expressed
confidence that the agencies involved had acted transparently and were
ready to provide information for scrutiny.

Separately, the Department of Agriculture on Monday authorised its legal
affairs official to file a police complaint against the Strong Anti-
Corruption Club of Thailand and a Facebook page, Basement Karaoke,
over allegations concerning the lemon-tree prices.

The department accused them of defamation and entering false
information into a computer system, saying they had circulated

misleading claims about its operations and the use of state funds.
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It said a document circulating online was not the version approved for
procurement and accused the parties of highlighting the 12,000-baht
figure while omitting important details.

Meanwhile, People's Party MP for Udon Thani Anan Amarin called on the
government to improve the expo following complaints about exhibition
quality and budget transparency.

He urged organisers to provide more information and tour guides, adjust
schedules to avoid the afternoon heat, extend opening hours and improve
visitor facilities.

He also called on the department to delay handing over the expo site to
the Udon Thani Provincial Administrative Organisation, until public
hearings had established whether the agency was suitable to manage it.
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