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‘Efforts underway’
to settle land dispute

Alro, DNP both
‘followed the law’

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister
Capt Thamanat Prompow yesterday
told the House of Representatives that
efforts are underway to settle a land
dispute between the Agricultural Land
Reform Office (Alro) and the Depart-
ment of National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation (DNP).

Addressing questions concern-
ing the dispute over land plots near
Khao Yai National Park raised by
Move Forward Party list-MP Apichart
Sirisunthorn, the minister said both
state agencies properly followed the
law and thatthe conflict resulted from
both parties using different maps.

He said that now that the Defence
Ministry has stepped in to draw up a
One Map system, the One Map should
resolve any disagreements regarding
land ownership nationwide, not just
the 3,000-rai plot in Tambon Moosi
inside Khao Yai National Park.

There should be “one land, one law’,
he said.

The minister also criticised offi-
cials who designated buffer zones
for the agricultural land reform pro-
gramme and laid down the policy
that buffer zones must not be given to
any individual.

“Alro must review and learn from

incidents ofelephants destroying plan-
tations in Khao Yai,” he said.
“Allocatingland in the buffer zone to
people should never be done. Because
whatever the farmers plant, wild ani-
mals may come and destroy it. At the
same time, it’s hard to prevent the
farmers from invading the forest.”

There should
be one land,
one law.

CAPT THAMANAT PROMPOW
AGRICULTURE AND
COOPERATIVES MINISTER

The minister vowed to ensure that
the 22 million rai of land under the
Alro programme will be properly allo-
cated to landless farmers and will not
touch forest land.

He said he has already ordered a
probe into the issuance of Sor Kor Por
land documents and the transfer of six
officials to facilitate the inquiry as Arlo
and the DNP wait for the conclusion

from the One Map committee.

Capt Thamanat also threatened
to take legal action against corrupt
officials and land grabbers including
asking the Anti Money Laundering
Office (Amlo) tolookinto their finances
and seize their ill-gotten assets.

Earlier on Wednesday, at an event
marking Alro’s 49th anniversary,
Capt Thamanat said the dispute has
destroyed the public’s confidence in
Alro.

He said he would order Alro to
ascertain that the list of 1,628,520
farmers eligible for the rights does
not include nominees, particularly
real estate developers and investors.
Any resorts or hotels found on Sor Por
Korland will face legal action, he said.

Alro, meanwhile, should urgently
allocate the land to people who are in
need, he added, because the process
has already been delayed.

The lands designated with Sor Por
Kor rights nationwide include 10.71
million rai in the Northeast, 5.23 mil-
lion rai in the North, 3.56 million rai in
the Central region and 2.56 million rai
in the South, according to Alro.

Regarding the Khao Yai land dis-
pute, the minister said that a team
of anti-graft officials is investigating
the case.

Chaiwat Limlikit-aksorn, director
of the National Park Department, said
that all related stakeholders, including
the military, Alro and the Department
of Land would visit the controversial
site for overlapping borderline clear-
ance next week.
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OR’s Sustainable Coffee
Nurtures Careers, Incomes, and
Eco-Mindfulness

OR’s SDG = Small-Diversified-Green policy boosts economic growth
and sustainability in Thailand through coffee cultivation

he mission for most large
I organisations, both in Thailand
and globally, is to achieve a
reduction in carbon footprints by
2030—just 6 years away. Thailand
faces numerous critical challenges in
its pursuit of success. However, the
key issue it needs to address to move
forward involves social development,
where “small people” (individuals
from small communities) are expected
to drive economic growth through
rapid solutions supported by large
organisations in Thailand.

During Thailand’s economic
recovery, the tourism sector is
anticipated to be a major driver of
the country’s GDP in 2024, with at
least 30 million inbound arrivals from
overseas and domestic travels. Small
communities and locals are recognised
as assets in driving prosperity, given
the potential growth in hospitality,
transportation, and retail businesses.

Aligned with the UN SDGs, PTT Oil
and Retail Business (OR), a subsidiary
of PTT operating in oil and retail, has,
since 2018, embarked on a policy to
propel national economic growth
through sustainable practices in oil,
retail, and related businesses.

Acknowledging that a significant
portion of Thailand’s population is
unaware of the environmental crisis,
and a UNICEF report finds children

in Thailand at ‘high risk’ from climate
change and environmental degradation,
OR has devised a strategic policy
emphasising Small, Diversified, and
Green (SDG) to enhance the quality
of life among underprivileged and
small communities in Thailand. One of
OR'’s initiatives to raise awareness and
generate income is its coffee shop chain,
“Café Amazon,” which expanded to over
4,100 domestic outlets as of 2023.

SUSTAINABLE COFFEE CULTIVATION
AND ECONOMIG EMPOWERMENT

In January 2024, OR is progressing
towards the sustainable coffee planting
promotion under the “market-led”
production framework in collaboration
with Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives to enhance knowledge
and skills in growing premium
quality coffee and agro plants
to supply the market, enabling
certain production and stable
income. Furthermore, the

Panyarachun along with Chintapun
Dansubutra, Independent Director /
Chairman of the Corporate Governance
and Sustainability Committee / Director
of the Audit Committee; Tawatchai
Cheevanon, Independent Director /
Director of the Corporate Governance
and Sustainability Committee / Director
of the Nomination and Remuneration;
Prof. Dr. Bundhit Eua-Arporn,
Independent Director / Chairman of
the Nomination and Remuneration
Committee / Director of the Audit
Committee; Komol Buaket, Director /
Director of the Corporate Governance
and Sustainability Committee; and
executive board members, visited
prospective cultivation sites in
Thailand’s Northern region. Nan
province, known for its high poverty

-bor
s ngm 003 v

project is set to help increasing
efficiency in growing coffee to
yield the production and quality
standard on par with the global
standards and deliver the local
identity through the coffee’s
unique flavour while promoting
ecological farming practices.

To support the rising coffee
supply, OR led by CEO Disathat
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rate, was selected for sustainable coffee
farming, specifically in the villages of
Ban Pangyang and Ban Khun Goon in
Pua District.

Farmers in these areas primarily
grow corn and vegetables as their
main source of income, with melons
providing a secondary income. Since
2013, nearly half the village farmers
have attempted to grow coffee.
However, due to water shortages
during the drought season and a lack
of coffee cultivation knowledge, there
are only approximately 3,500 coffee
trees in the area, yielding about 2,000
kilogrammes of coffee cherries (or
roughly 350 kilogrammes of coffee
beans). Unfortunately, coffee farmers
have struggled due to the lack of a
stable market demand.

Following the company’s vision
of “Empowering All toward Inclusive
Growth,” OR has enabled growth
opportunities through various
community projects. Starting in
September 2023, local farmers in
Pua District have been supported by
OR and the Ministry of Agriculture
and Cooperatives in promoting
and developing high-quality coffee
farming. This initiative has transformed
and expanded existing watersheds and
degraded cultivation areas, tripling
profits from growing Arabica per
rai and stabilising market demand,
thereby ensuring a stable income for
farmers. As for the crop yields, OR
is projected to purchase the coffee
cherries from the pioneering areas

@&A“‘q.‘\\ki
'\\\\\\\ TR

in Nan. Support for farmers in Ban
Pangyang and Ban Khun Goon
includes providing two coffee seedling
plants, two coffee drying plants, and
water pipe systems to encourage coffee
cultivation. By the end of the 5-year
sustainable farming initiative, it aims
to eradicate poor farming practices in
the region.

ENHANCING COMMUNITY WELFARE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS
In addition to green farming practices,
OR is extending support to local
schools in Nan as part of the “Yak Lak
Yim" campaign, the waste separation
and recycling project, now in its third
year, aims to foster environmental
preservation awareness among the
public. During OR executives’ visit,
teachers, students, and staff were
given the “Yak Lak Yim” rubbish
bin to promote green attitude and
behavioural changes, realising the
critical need to separate wastes before
recycling process.
Daroonwittaya Tedsaban
Muang Nan (Bansuantan) School,
with 218 students, is making strides
in waste management through
recycling. Supported by OR’s Green
policy, students learn innovative
waste separation and recycling
methods, generating income from
waste. Daroonwittaya School is thus
championed as an advocate for
extending OR’s project to broader
community, societal, and national
levels.
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OR’s support extends to donating
educational equipment and daily
groceries to Pangyang School, located
near the coffee plantation promotion
project area, to ensure 59 students
receive equal learning opportunities.
This enhanced academic support lays
a strong foundation for knowledge
and opens up career opportunities in
high-demand sectors, including high-
tech industries, the processed food
industry, transportation, and tourism.

While Nan may not be widely known
among international tourists, this small
town is rich in cultural heritage and
economic potential. Café Amazon’s
Ban Khun Luang branch is one of the
coffee premises in Thailand designed
to exhibit Nan identity through its
architecture.

Another notable stop in Nan is
the PTT Station Du Tai branch, which
showcases architecture influenced
by Tai Lue residences and modern
Aluminium Composite. This station
serves as a rest area for customers
from surrounding communities and
the Mueang District, with significant
monthly sales.

OR believes in the dynamic power
of people to drive economic success
and achieve the Net Zero goal by 2054.
Committed to improving lives through
enhanced quality oflife, ORis dedicated
to fostering a low-carbon society
with high income growth through its
Small-Diversified-Green policy.

www.pttor.com
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