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TRADITION

Royal ploughing rite rehearsal staged

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives yesterday conducted a
full rehearsal of day two of the Royal
Ploughing Ceremony, which will be
held on May 12-13.

The rehearsal took place at Sanam
Luang from 7am, ensuring all elements
follow royal tradition ahead of the
ceremony. Permanent Secretary Vin-
aroj Supsongsuk performed the role
of phraya raek na, or the lord of the
ploughing ceremony, leading officials
cast as nang thepi, celestial maidens,

in a coordinated drill involving all rel-
evant units.

The Royal Ploughing Ceremony
comprises two parts. The Buddhist
rite will be held on May 12 at Wat
Phra Si Rattana Satsadaram in the
Grand Palace, followed by the Brah-
min ploughing ritual on May 13 at
Sanam Luang. The auspicious plough-
ing period is set for between 8.09am

and 8.39am, coinciding with National
Farmers Day.

Sacred oxen, Phra Kho Pho and Phra
Kho Phiang, will pull the plough during
the ritual. Afterwards, the traditional
prediction rite will observe which of
seven offerings the oxen consume,
including rice, maize, mung beans,
sesame, grass, water and liquor, to
forecast crop yields, rainfall and agri-
cultural prospects.

The Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, through the Rice
Department, has prepared around
5.1 tonnes of royal rice seeds from
the Royal Chitralada Project’s 2025
cultivation season.

The seeds cover seven varieties,
including five non-glutinous strains
such as Khao Dok Mali 105 and two
glutinous types. They will be distrib-
uted to farmers and the public as aus-
picious seeds for planting.

News ID: C-260501001041 (1 May 26/05:00)
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The ceremony dates back to the Suk-
hothai period and was revived in 1960,
continuing annually to mark the start
of the planting season. Since 1966, the
Cabinet has designated the ploughing
day as National Farmers Day.

A first full
rehearsal was
held yesterday
for the upcoming
Royal Ploughing
Ceremony. The
ancient tradition
remains deeply
significant for
Thais, especially
those in
agriculture.
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