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Thailand, Malaysia still differ on lifting
of Thai shrimp ban
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Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit, right, and his Malaysian counterpart Mohamad Sabu show
contrasting facial expressions at the handshaking photo session during their meeting last Wednesday. (Photo: Suriya
Jungrungreangkit Facebook account)
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Headline: Thailand, Malaysia still differ on lifting of Thai shrimp ban

Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit has
expressed confidence Malaysia will lift its ban on Thai shrimp within the
next month, but Malaysia is indicating otherwise.

"Good news for shrimp exporters. Suriya said Thai shrimps will be
exported to Malaysia as usual within 30 days," the headline declared
above a statement posted on his Facebook account on Wednesday.

The Thai minister made the bold statement after talks with Malaysian
Agriculture and Food Security Minister Mohamad Sabu in Malaysia.

Mr Suriya said the two countries agreed to expedite the inspection
process for sanitary and phytosanitary compliance, including chemical
residue and hygiene checks, needed to restore trade activities.

If the process proceeds as planned, inspections should be completed
within 30 days, he said.

"My meeting [with the Malaysian minister] points towards the direction
that Thailand will again export shrimps to Malaysia, as it used to do,” Mr
Suriya said

Malaysia’s temporary ban on Thai shrimp, effective since June 1, was
attributed to new measures to strengthen standards for agricultural
imports and exports. The move was also seen as retaliation to Thailand's
ban on imports of Malaysian seabass over health concerns and the
wellbeing of Thai consumers.
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Headline: Thailand, Malaysia still differ on lifting of Thai shrimp ban

- Malaysia 'needs more time' -

Adnan Hussain, the Malaysian Fisheries Department director-general, on
Saturday disputed the 30-day timing anticipated by the Thai minister. He
said Malaysian authorities needed more time to verify the information
about the inspection process presented by Thailand to convince Malaysia
to reopen the shrimp market to Thai producers.

"The information is currently being assessed by the technical team. If the
information provided is complete, we will require at least 30 days to
evaluate every document and piece of information submitted," Bernama
news service on Saturday quoted him as saying.

The aquaculture trade dispute is expected to be high on the agenda when
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul meets his Malaysian counterpart
Anwar Ibrahim during his visit to Malaysia on Thursday and Friday.
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Ministry of Agriculture Reveals Evaluation
Results of 1,000 Baht per Rai Program
Assisting 4.5 Million Rice Farmer
Households

[

The Ministry of Agriculture revealed the evaluation results of the 1,000 Baht per Rai assistance
program for the 2024/25 year, transferring funds directly to 4.5 million households, reducing
average production costs by 463 baht per rai, and boosting total economic value beyond 57
billion baht.
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#2282917: Ministry of Agriculture Reveals Evaluation Results of 1,000 Baht per Rai Program Assisting 4.5...

Evaluation results of the 1,000 Baht per Rai program:
funds reached 4.5 million rice farmer households.

Mr. Suriya Jungrungreangkit, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, stated that the
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives prioritizes supporting rice farmers, a key force in
Thai agriculture. The government implemented the Management Cost and Product Quality
Development Support Project for rice farmers for the 2024/25 production year, known as the
1,000 Baht per Rai support program, capped at 10 rai per household, to strengthen farmers'
readiness for the production cycle.

This program aims to assist rice farmers by reducing cultivation expenses and promoting
more cost-effective rice production. The criteria provide 1,000 baht per rai, up to 10 rai or a
maximum of 10,000 baht per household. Evaluation shows the program disbursed support to
4.515 million households, or 99.98% of the target, totaling 36.716 billion baht and covering
36.71 million rai, demonstrating comprehensive reach to farmers.

Mr. Suriya added that the evaluation found the funds helped farmers acquire essential
production inputs such as fertilizers, pesticides, soil preparation, and seeds, enabling better
rice field management. Production costs decreased by an average of 463.02 baht per rai
(12.22%), while rice yields increased by 79.29 kilograms per rai (16.85%). The value of rice
production rose by 1,898.50 baht per rai (38.46%). Overall economic benefits, combining cost
reductions and increased production value, totaled approximately 57.473 billion baht, about
1.57 times the program'’s budget. These changes might also be influenced by factors like
weather, market rice prices, and farmers’ management in each area.

“This evaluation reflects that government measures effectively enhance farmers’ liguidity
comprehensively and help improve production management. The Ministry of Agriculture will
use this data to develop measures that reduce costs, increase yields, and elevate the guality
of Thai rice production, strengthening farmers in the future,” he said. Mr. Suriya said.
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#220217: Ministry of Agriculture Reveals Evaluation Results of 1,000 Baht per Rai Program Assisting 4.5...

The Office of Agricultural Economics notes high
farmer satisfaction, supporting a shift toward long-
term sustainability.

Meanwhile, Mr. Peeraphan Kothong, Secretary-General of the Office of Agricultural
Economics (OAE) and Deputy Spokesperson of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, added that the OAE, through its Evaluation Center and in collaboration with the
Rice Department, surveyed 16,717 sample rice farming households registered for the 2024/25
first production cycle with the Department of Agricultural Extension. The overall evaluation
found that 58.09% of households reported the program helped increase rice yields, and
farmers expressed the highest level of satisfaction. This indicates the program effectively
meets farmers’ needs and concretely reduces short-term production costs.
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Mr. Peeraphan further stated that the OAE views the management system and fund
disbursement via the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) as efficient
and highly accessible to farmers. He recommended maintaining this system while developing
alternative channels for farmers with account limitations to ensure broader access to support.

Looking ahead, efforts should build upon seasonal cost assistance to improve long-term
production efficiency, such as soil improvement, water system development, shared
machinery use, and tailored guidelines for fund use according to local conditions. This would
help government support sustainably reduce costs, increase incomes, and enhance the
quality of rice production for farmers.
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Headline: Suriya Visits Chiang Rai to Tackle Flood and Drought Problems, Pushes Construction of Rong Pao Water...
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Suriya Visits Chiang Rai to Tackle Flood and
Drought Problems, Pushes Construction of
Rong Pao Water Gate

Governmentpolicy 06 Jul 2026 19:26 GMT+7 Share 0 @ @ e
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PM 2.5, aiming to sustainably enhance farmers' quality of life.
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Headline: Suriya Visits Chiang Rai to Tackle Flood and Drought Problems, Pushes Construction of Rong Pao Water...

“Suriya” led a team of ministers to Chiang Rai to listen
to farmers' problems.

Mr. Suriya Jungrungreangkit, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, together with Mr.
Julapan Amornwiwat, Minister of Labour, and Ms. Piyaratch Tiyapairat, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives, visited to monitor water management and the progress of the
Rong Pao water gate construction project, while hearing concerns from local farmers. The
event was attended by executives and representatives from government and local agencies at
Siriwat Building, Pa Ngae Subdistrict, Pa Daet District, Chiang Rai Province.

Mr. Suriya said the government prioritizes field visits because good policies start with
listening to the people, and solving real problems requires concrete action. The Ministry of
Agriculture is fully committed to supporting farmers through water management, cost
reduction, increased production, product quality improvement, and market opportunities, so
farmers have stable incomes and better living standards. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Labour
will support skill development and labor security to advance public quality of life together.
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Accelerating the construction of the "Rong Pao water
gate"

Listening to the problems, it was found that the existing Rong Pao weir has deteriorated due
to water erosion, reducing water management efficiency. Farmers requested support for a
water gate project with a water delivery system.

According to the Royal Irrigation Department, this project is included in the Medium-Term
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) plan for 2028. It involves building a water gate with a 34-
kilometer water delivery system, which, upon completion, will improve water management
efficiency and benefit over 18,700 rai of farmland.
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Expanding irrigation system in Phan District to solve
recurring floods

The team then traveled to Muang Phan Municipality, Phan District, Chiang Rai, to receive
complaints from farmers requesting government development of water sources to address
drought during the dry season and mitigate floods during the rainy season. Important projects
the Royal Irrigation Department plans to push include:

* The construction of the Mae Nad water gate with a water delivery system, supporting over
800 rai of agricultural land.

* |mprovement of the water delivery system in Canal Soi 3La-RMC (San Klang Subdistrict) to
increase efficiency covering 1,650 rai.

* Construction of water delivery canals and overflow weirs (Tan Tawan Subdistrict) to store,
distribute water, and prevent repeated flooding.
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Orders for Royal Rainmaking operations to extinguish
forest fires and combat drought and PM 2.5 pollution.

Mr. Suriya also stated that after hearing the problems and needs of the people, he assigned
all agencies to expedite water management and Royal Rainmaking operations. He ordered the
Rovyal Irrigation Department to accelerate water source development projects, including water
gates and delivery systems, alongside dredging and clearing waterway obstructions to
enhance water management efficiency and help alleviate floods and droughts, ensuring water
security for agriculture and consumption.

Furthermore, the Minister of Agriculture ordered the Royal Rainmaking Department to
continuously monitor weather conditions and proactively conduct operations to increase
water reserves, relieve drought, and reduce impacts from forest fires, haze, and PM2.5 dust.
He urged all agencies to integrate their work and speed up projects so that the public
benefits promptly.

“Water management is a critical element for agricultural development. The Ministry of
Agriculture prioritizes a comprehensive water management system to improve water storage,
distribution, and disaster prevention. The proposals from the people are vital data driving
government efforts. | assure that the ministry will expedite solving all problems to ensure
farmers have water all year round, leading to stable occupations, sufficient incomes, and
sustainably improved quality of life,” Mr. Suriya concluded.
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